Reading from Isabele Allende

Give, give, give -- what is the point of havingengnce, knowledge or talent if | don't
give it away? Of having stories if | don't tell theo others? Of having wealth if | don't
share it? | don't intend to be cremated with ahit!olt is in giving that | connect with
others, with the world and with the divine.

Sermon c. Rev. Vail Weller
Sunday, April 10, 2011~ Celebration Sunday

There’s a saying in my household. “This is just tmva do in our family.” This saying is
often uttered when there has been some complajrsteeed by one of the smaller people
in our family. If the reminder has been given ttladres need to be done before watching
TV or playing a video game, and great gnashingetht ensues, you will hear, “We do
our chores first. This is just what we do in ounily.” If someone is reminded to sit back
down at the table because people are still edbimgging on great moaning and
thrashing, you will hear, “We eat dinner all togathThis is just what we do in our
family.”

If there has been a skirmish, and one small passatiacking another small person,
requiring an intervention, this will surely be paftthe conversation that takes place:
“We don't hit each other. We try our best to bedkifhat is just what we do in our
family.”

And there are other things we just do as a fammlygo to church on Sundays. We pause
for gratitude time before we eat. We give away 5%vloat we earn.

“That is just what we do in our family”: this statent is a way of sketching out the
boundaries of the family expectations. And, if thare small people who time and time
again need to be reminded of the expectations,ulileglso be reminded that they will

be invited to go out and live on the play structaréhe back yard, with the wolves, if
they cannot observe the family rules. In actuatitys statement about sending them out
to live in the back yard is not entirely true. Téare no wolves back there. (Don't tell my
children that, though.) Seriously, though, | wontit actually send my children to live on
the play structure in the back yard, no matter vihey did (or did not) do. Part of being
in the family means you are part of the family,iper But it is helpful though to know
what the established framework of the family is.



| know that | feel good when | am helping to make family function more smoothly. |
know that while | may have an initial internal griolie when | see the pile of laundry that
needs to be done, or the dishes that need to beedasr the bills that need to be paid,
but truth be told, it actually feels good to do part and help out. And it is clear that the
only way the family functions smoothly is if we aach doing what we can to help. This
Is an important lesson for our children, and irhalhesty, | am sometimes the one that
needs the reminder.

| don't refer to our congregation as a family. Hare some reasons why. You have to be
born into, or must marry into, a family. The bounds of a family are not flowing and
open, the way | would hope the boundaries of aathwould be. We are a different
group every single Sunday. We are constantly grgwehanging, evolving.

And this next reason may come as a surprise tofamilies are not always healthy. In
fact, there are some families that are even dysfured! Or worse: some families are
abusive, unhealthy, and sick. | am sensitive tofta.

While all congregations surely have times of charus conflict, | do not want church to
be a place where those extremely damaging andeprahic elements found in unhealthy
families can be found. The fact is, we are notnailfa We can have close relationships
here, and we can be enriched by our love for ooghan

But we are freely choosing to be here, not onlyoimr own spiritual sustenance and the
nourishing of our children, but for the greater dad the world. The connections we
share with one another are important, but theyoat®ne part of the complex set of
circumstances that draw us into religious community

There is a framework that holds us in this faitti/we are free to seek, define and
refine our personal religious beliefs, we do covena affirm and promote the seven
principles listed on the back cover of your ordeservice. We also are held by the
mission statement that you'll find there, as wslklze Congregational Covenant of Right
Relations.

Inside your order of service, you'll find the list Expectations of Membership that are
shared with people who are considering committingur church. While these are
readily available on our website and discusseteatzetting to Know UU (preparation
for membership) class, | thought it'd be helpful fllose of you who are already
members, or have been members for quite some tintes reminded of what
membership in our congregation asks. So you seevthike we are not a family, we do
have a way of saying, “This is just what we do um faith community.”



Today is one of those special mornings when weagyetake explicit our commitments to
the church. Perhaps you think it might be niceefdidn’t have to do this once a yeatr.
But | believe that it's actually a great thing &flect upon the place of the church in your
life, and to have the opportunity to re-commit. \WiBecause otherwise, we might take
everything we receive from the church for grani&@. might have the best intentions to
do something generous for the sake of the spirdoaimunity that benefits our life, but
we might just plain forget, or we may choose tdltmequivalent of playing the video
game before doing our chores.

What we know is that it feels good to do our phlirs good that the church gives us the
opportunity to do our part, and invites us to dmseaoul-searching at least once a year
about what our level of support will be. That sliblé re-examined, re-evaluated, and
our level of commitment should, over time, gra@wur level of commitment should, over
time, grow.

| experimented with a new aspect of generosityphst year. My monthly pledge
amount comes directly out of my bank account artdraatically is sent to the church.
Therefore, | had been letting the offering plategpae by on Sunday mornings, because
my pledge payment had already been made. | chatenyself this year to put cash in
the plate, so I've been putting $20 in each Suntayanted to see how it would feel, to
stretch my giving. | can report to you that it fegbod! You might want to try it, too.

UU lay leader Peter Henrickson says, “We need gsitgrof spirit: It is part of our
spiritual presence to be responsive to the needthefs. There are those in our churches
who need more than they give, whether spiritu&hgptionally, or financially. In truth,
none of us is generous all the time; we each havaents of need. We practice a
generous spirit to remind ourselves of how we wishe treated in our dark times.”

It is appropriate to have the time when one car gigreat deal to committee work, and
activism, and leadership. And then there are dthrexs when the spiritual ember is
flickering and one just needs to be held, nurturestored.

The beauty of this community is that it exists wport both purposes: to offer the
inspiration to and opportunities for involvemerd,veell as a place to be restored and
recharged when the spirit needs to be healed. Tsaréme to give, and a time to
receive.

In our consumer culture, we are surrounded by ngessthat tell us that we can never
have enough. The culture tells us that we needvawagdrobe, cell phone, laptop or car
in order to have arrived. That we will be truly pgpf we just have that one more



vacation. That when our bank account is just anoite full, we will be able to relax and
enjoy our abundance. The culture that we liveelis s that we will never have enough.

It is the church that reminds us that there arerathings that deserve our attention: our
spiritual lives, cultivating gratitude, discerniogr true calling, helping others, using our
gifts to bless the world, making and keeping prasiseeking wholeness and silence and
sacred space, admitting our mistakes, offeringivertess and celebrating all of our
blessings.

This religious community tries to remind us, weékeraweek, that we have all we need,
in the largest sense. All We Need. Really. And #@tdo not actually own any of the

things we have, including our money. We will ndimhtely get to keep anything at all.
It is all temporary. The happiest people | knowtamse who give as much as possible.

Arleen Henricksen was one of those people. Onkefast checks she wrote in her life
was for our New Building Fund. | believe that simeW her time was at hand, and she
was thinking to herself, “How much can | possibiyegto the church which has meant so
much to me?” She wrote me a letter, and sent &dioe&1000. | am so inspired and
emboldened by such acts of generosity.

It is out of a similar sense of gratitude that paave all give to support this congregation
generously. When we are nourished by this placegivwes not adittle as we possibly can
in order to feel good, but we gias much as we possibly ¢da ensure that this
congregation not only survives but thrives into filere.

It is an extraordinarily important moment for eastd every one of us to make a strong
statement of commitment to this church. | ask yogive 5% of your income, and to
work your way up to 10%. Give to support your mysicgram. Give to support your
religious education program. Give to support thetige work done by this congregation.
Give to support your leaders who love this commurggive to allow the beautiful strong
foundation of this church to be strengthened eveinér.

| say all of this as your minister. But | also wamtsay this, as your minister: give to
enlarge your own heart, to enlarge your own sehsat is possible. Give to support
something that blesses your life and for which gceiimmeasurably gratefudlnd
please hear this: whatever your gift to the church is, we celebrate and appreciateit.

Remember: “[W]hat is the point of having experieragowledge or talent if [we] don't
give it away? Of having stories if [we] don't tlem to others? Of having wealth if [we]



don't share it?...It is in giving that [we] conn&gth others, with the world and with the
divine.”

May it be so.



